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Is the quality of your joy tied to what things cost you in life or what Christ 

gains you both now and in eternity?  

 

Illus: Grandpa Ewert died with $800 to his name, but rich in honor because 

he joyfully spent his life on Christ. His joy was not tied to what things cost 

him in this life. His joy was tethered to what He gained in Christ both now 

and in eternity. Before his death he wrote a short biography of his life, 

entitled, Was the Price Too High? After recounting decades of trials as a 

rural pastor, his answer was no, the price was not too high. But had his joy 

been tied to what life and ministry cost him in this life, his answer might 

have been different.  

 

What we are going to discover this morning is that the value we place on 
Christ and His grace will determine the cost to which we are willing to honor 
Him. In other words, the legitimate cost of discipleship is equal to the value 
of Christ.  

 
As we land in Mark 14, Mark uses the example of an anonymous woman 

who comes to anoint Jesus with perfume as a picture of what the heart of true 

discipleship looks like. But notice that this incredible act of unlimited honor 

is sandwiched between two extremely dark examples of hearts enslaved to 

sin.  

Plotting of the Scribes to kill Jesus ���� extreme hatred (1-

2) 

 On the one hand we have the chief priests and scribes in vs. 1-2 who have 

developed such an intense hatred for Jesus that they are premeditating a way 

to kill Him, not through proper means of justice but by stealth. The Greek 

word here is dolos which means bait. It idea is that they are being crafty or 

deceitful. Beware even the religious elite can have such darkened hearts if 

they have not yielded themselves to the light and authority of Christ. Even 

today, many fill the roles of religious professionals and yet they shred the 

scriptures with their unbelief, unwilling to submit fully to the teaching of 

Scripture when it opposes the cultural norms of our day. Religious 

indulgence is not equivalent to true discipleship.   

Betrayal of Judas ���� extreme hardness of heart (10-11) 

On the other hand we have Judas in vs. 10-11 who was willing to betray 

Jesus. Here is a man that has walked with Jesus for three years, has been 

personally entrusted with Jesus’ teaching, and even served in various 

ministry capacities. But His heart has grown hard in response to the truth. 

Here we discover that true discipleship is not merely defined by one’s 

proximity to Jesus or to the church. By the way, if you have ever been abandoned or 

betrayed by someone, Jesus understands and He can meet you in your pain.  

Anointing of Jesus by anonymous woman ���� extravagant 

love and devotion (3-9) 

Now, sandwiched between such hatred and betrayal, Mark shows us a 

beautiful picture of the true heart of discipleship in vs. 3-9, through a woman 

who is socially scandalizing, shockingly extravagant, but selflessly loving 

Christ supremely.  

Jesus had been invited to the home of Simon the leper, presumably someone 

that Jesus had healed, and while he is reclining at the table a woman comes 

looking for Jesus. That simple phrase, “There came a woman” (vs 3) seems 

insignificant to us but would have been striking to those in attendance. 

According to social norms of those days, it would have been considered 

improper for a woman to intrude except for the purpose of serving food. Yet 

this woman is so intent on finding and honoring Jesus that she is willing to 

take the risk of social awkwardness to express her love toward Him.  

Vs. 3 says she came with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume…and she 

broke the vial and poured it over [Jesus’] head. Now we would expect the 

response of the disciples and others in the room to be one of applause at her 

generosity. Surely they would commend her for honoring Jesus in this way. 

But that is not what happened. Vs.  4 says, “some were indignant with her, 

remarking to one another, ‘Why has this perfume been wasted?’ It could 

have been sold for over 300 denarii and the money given to the poor. And 

some were scolding her.”  



They were not only thinking these things or commenting among themselves, 

they were scolding her—demeaning her as foolish and wasteful. And before 

you assume that you would  not have done the same, take note that 300 

denarii is one year’s wages. The median household income in MN is in the 

neighborhood of $60,000. So let’s just imagine ourselves standing there 

watching her drench Jesus in $30,000 of perfume (when a few drops might 

be more than enough to catch our breath). And think of what this lavish gift 

must have meant to the woman herself—was it her life’s savings, her 

retirement, a family heirloom?  

What really matters most here is Jesus’ response. In vs. 6-9, He responds in 3 

ways:   

a. Jesus commends her (vs. 6, 8). 

In vs. 6 Jesus says, “Leave her alone, why do you bother her? She 

has done a good deed to Me.” Jesus saw her extravagance as 

beautiful because it came out of a heart of unreserved love and 

devotion—a heart that has inhaled divine grace so deeply that it 

exhales pure gratitude. I don’t know what happened between this 

woman and Jesus but she gets it—she sees, knows, understands, 

believes and treasures Jesus for who He is—of infinite worth!  

Perhaps the most significant thing Jesus says in defense of this 

woman’s extravagance is found in vs.  8—“She has done what she 

could.” The idea here is that she has done all that she could—she has 

held nothing back in her attempt to honor Jesus. Notice that this is 

the same response that Jesus had to the widow in Mark 12 who put 

her two copper coins in the offering plate. Jesus said, she gave more 

than all the big givers because she gave not out of her surplus, but 

out of her poverty. Then Jesus said, “she put in all she owned; all she 

had to live on” (12:44).  

What’s so interesting here is that the widow in Mark 12 gave 

pennies. The woman in Mark 14 gave lavishly.  But to Jesus, they 

gave with the same honor because they gave all they had—

withholding nothing for themselves. The widow trusted God above 

her daily necessities. The unnamed woman of Mark 14 demonstrated 

greater concern for Jesus’ honor than for her own. Jesus measured 

their gifts by their sacrifice—and what a sweet aroma was the faith 

and overflowing love and gratitude of these women.  

b. Jesus rebukes her critics (vs. 6-7). 

Not only does Jesus tell them to be quiet, in vs. 7 He says, “You will 

always have the poor with you, and whenever you wish you can do 

good to them; but you do not always have Me.”  

Be assured that Jesus is in no way marginalizing the poor or 

minimizing their needs. He is revealing that fact that the disciples 

have underestimated the value of having Jesus in their midst—

especially given the fleeting hours before His death. But this woman 

has rightly valued Jesus as worth all that she has, plunging herself 

into poverty to mark Jesus’ coming death as worthy of honor.  

Yet I believe Jesus’ words in vs. 7 can also be understood at a 

rebuke: “You will always have the poor among you.” This is a very 

close parallel to Deut 15:11 which says, “the poor will never cease to 

be in the land.” Earlier in Deuteronomy 15:4-5 it says, “There should 

be no poor among you, for in the land the Lord your God is giving 

you to possess as your inheritance, He will richly bless you, if only 

you fully obey the Lord your God and are careful to follow all these 

commands I am giving you today.”  

In other words, the reason you can serve the poor whenever you wish 

is because you have not been faithful to obey my commands. Don’t 

scold this woman for making herself poor to honor me with her 

whole heart when the very reason the poor are among you is because 

your faithfulness/obedience to God has been found lacking.  

c. He memorializes her deed (vs. 9). 

Vs. 9 is the real puzzle here. What is so significant about what this 

woman has done that leads Jesus to says that her deed will be 

remembered and told wherever the gospel is preached in the whole 

world—that this event itself would become a part of the gospel 

story?  



I have struggled over this question more than any other in this 

passage. The answer, I believe, is both simple and profound. It’s a 

true picture of what the gospel is worth. When we truly see and 

treasure Christ, when we have come under the deluge of His grace, 

the only sane response is a heart that erupts with unreserved love, 

devotion, sacrifice, gratitude, and joy.  

This woman’s heart was so overwhelmed with grace and flooded 

with gratitude, that she could not give enough to exhaust her love for 

Christ. And that is what the heart of true disciple looks like. That is 

how we should respond to the crucifixion of Christ, which wipes 

clean the slate of all offenses before God for those who trust in Jesus.  

If you understand that your sin has positioned you under the wrath of 

Almighty God for all eternity, and if your eyes have been opened to 

see the love God which has provided the sufferings of His infinitely 

worthy Son to  spare you of His justice and wrath, and if you have 

placed your full confidence solely in Jesus to absorb God’s wrath 

and reconcile you to God so as to only stand in His favor to be 

eternally lavished by His love and grace—then such joy and 

gratitude, such praise will render no risk, no sacrifice, too great and 

no expression of love too extravagant to diminish complete 

abandonment of self in wholehearted honor of Christ.  

What brings about such extravagance or “fanaticism” is simply 

understanding the gospel. (missionaries; martyrs) 

Earlier in Mark 8 Jesus articulated the cost of discipleship: “If anyone wishes 

to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 

Me.” In Matt 10 Jesus said, "He who loves father or mother more than Me is 

not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not 

worthy of Me. And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not 

worthy of Me.” 

 
Why would anyone embrace such a high cost to follow Christ? Why would 
anyone consider even the most precious relationships of earth secondary to 
call of following Christ? The only possible answer could be the eternal love 
and infinite grace of God that can only be found in treasuring Christ 
supremely. The cost of discipleship is equal to the value of Christ.  
 

It’s one thing to hear the call to discipleship which is high, demanding and 
costly—a call to sacrifice and absolute obedience to Christ regardless of the 
risk. But today we see the heart of discipleship that considers the risk 
minimal in comparison to the gain of forgiveness, the gain of eternal riches, 
the gain of eternal love and infinite grace. The heart of discipleship is not 
rigid duty, but extravagant love and joy-filled gratitude.  
 
The real challenge of this passage is to identify ourselves in it. Mark 14 is not 
a movie, not an imaginary world in which we envision ourselves to be the 
hero—in this case the woman with a grace-filled heart, overflowing with 
boundless love for Christ. Rather Mark 14 is a mirror in which we see the 
reality of our own lives—for most of us, much of the time, as one of the 
disciples, begrudgingly recalculating the cost of serving Christ in the 
moment; underestimating the value of His grace, and consequently 
displacing love, gratitude, grace, and joy with grumbling, disputing, 
judgmentalism, and pride.  
 
What do you do, if you find yourself there? You go back to the gospel and 
you renew your mind and refresh your heart with the amazing sacrifice of 
Christ which has made you so rich in grace that you can afford to give and 
serve and love again.  
 
What have we learned so far from Mark 14? Let me leave you with a series 
of statements that together may help express what Jesus wants us to see:  
 

� True discipleship is total devotion to Jesus born out of love from a 
grace-filled heart.  

� True discipleship demonstrates greater concern for Jesus’ honor than 
for our own honor.  

� True discipleship knows no moderation. 
� Whole-hearted love for God knows no moderation.  
� “The pathway to lasting honor is to honor Christ.”1 
� God has loved us so much through Christ that we need not withhold 

any measure of love or sacrifice from Him.  
� The value we put on Christ and His grace will determine the cost to  

which we are willing to honor Him.  
� The cure to shallow discipleship is drinking deeply at the well of 

God’s grace.  

                                                           
1
 Allistair Begg, http://www.sbts.edu/resources/chapel/chapel-fall-2012/mark-14/  



� If you are struggling to love Christ with your money and 
possessions, the greatest problem is not loving those things too 
much, but loving Christ too little—the problem is a heart ignorant of 
grace.  

 
Question  you must ask: Is my devotion to Christ costing me anything? When 
it does, do I feel it as a sting or as an outpouring of grateful love and 
devotion?  
 

 

 

 


